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Most patients understandably turn to online resources to educate themselves about vision correction procedures before making such an important decision. We applaud anyone investing time in educating yourself about your vision correction options. Know that we are eager to help you come to an informed decision. In that spirit, this guide is designed to support your research efforts and make our collaboration around your education as productive as possible.

What Kind of Information Matters?

Decision-making can require a variety of sources of information. Having perspective around where you spend time educating yourself is important.
· Social media is designed to share specific personal experiences, which may not be relevant to you and your vision. 
· Clinical information provides scientific evidence of the safety and performance of a procedure.
· Reviews, like social media, speak to individual experiences. A summation of reviews can be insightful.
· News reports, particularly on health subjects, provide a high-level overview and can often miss relevant context.

Credible Resources

These sources are selected because they represent authoritative medical institutions, maintain clinical accuracy through peer review, are free from commercial bias, and are updated regularly with the latest research and safety data.

· American Academy of Ophthalmology Offers evidence-based patient education from the nation's leading eye care professionals
· Refractive Surgery Council Specifically dedicated to providing accurate, unbiased information about vision correction procedures
· National Eye Institute Supports cutting-edge research and helps the public learn about vision problems and how to keep their eyes healthy
· Mayo Clinic, Cleveland Clinic - Provide comprehensive, peer-reviewed explanations of procedures and outcomes
[bookmark: _tmnewqnjophd]Common LASIK Questions
Am I a good candidate for LASIK? Candidacy depends on several factors including age (18+), prescription stability, corneal thickness, and overall eye health.

Is LASIK safe? LASIK is an exceptionally safe procedure. However, it is surgery and there are risks. Serious sight-threatening complications occur in less than 1% of cases.

How effective is LASIK? LASIK is highly effective, with a high percentage of patients achieving 20/20 vision or better.

What are the potential side effects? Common side effects include dry eyes, light sensitivity, halos or glare can affect a small percentage of patients. These are generally temporary and resolve with time and additional treatment.

How long does recovery take? Most patients return to normal activities within 24-48 hours, with vision stabilizing over several weeks.

Will I need reading glasses after LASIK? LASIK doesn't prevent age-related presbyopia. Reading glasses may be needed around age 40-45.

How much does LASIK cost? Our price for LASIK begins at <<COST>> per eye. We will provide you with a cost estimate specific to your recommended procedure. 

Are there other vision correction procedures I should consider? Absolutely! Today’s advancements in both lasers and lenses, such as ICL, SMILE, and refractive lens exchange <<CUSTOMIZE FOR YOUR PRACTICE>>, mean more people can take advantage of vision correction procedures. During your consultation, we will discuss your options and make recommendations for the procedures that can help you achieve your vision goals.
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